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Reading 
 

Passage 1 
Pollution Invites a Gnat Plague  

Water pollution has apparently contributed to the problem of biting insects near the 
Chili River, which flows through Arequipa, one of Peru’s largest cities. Residents there have 
exhausted local supplies of insect repellent in the face of an invasion of small biting gnats. 
The plague, according to El Comercio newspaper of Lima, is believed to have resulted from 
chemical pollution of the Chili River. Toxins appear to have destroyed many of the river’s 
toads, which “for years maintained a natural biological control of these insects;” says the 
paper. 
1. “The plague” (line 4) refers to______.  
A. the floods from the Chili River  
B. the invasion of small biting gnats  
C. water pollution in many of Peru’s cities  
D. the attack of avian flu. 
 
2. The problem was caused by______.  
A. water pollution in the Chili River  
B. a short supply of insect repellent  
C. residents’ superstitions  
D. the flow of the Chili River through Arequipa 
 
3. What happened to the river’s toads when the Chili River was polluted ? 
A. They moved to the nearby ponds.  
B. They increased in number.  
C. They were destroyed.  
D. They stopped breeding. 
 
4. Why are the river’s toads important? 
A. They invite a gnat plague.  
B. They maintained a natural biological control of biting gnats.  
C. They were the basic food for the residents in Arequipa.  
D. They were one of important exports to countries in South America. 
 
5. The story was reported in_____in______.  
A. a news magazine; Chile   C. a journal; Brazil  
B. a magazine; Peru    D. a newspaper; Lima 



Passage 2 
INDIA Army using yoga to keep soldiers in shape  

New Delhi—The Indian army has turned to an ancient tradition for a new way to 
keep soldiers in shape at its high-altitude bases in Kashmir—it’s teaching its fighting men and 
women yoga. While many outside of Asia tend to think of yoga in terms of meditation and 
finding inner peace, the stretches it requires provide excellent exercise, especially on 
remote mountaintops where even the shortest of runs can leave the physically fit gasping 
for oxygen. The army’s top brass also believes yoga can help keep stressed-out soldiers 
alert, and has made yoga a regular feature of training given to soldiers assigned to “nigh-
stress areas”, said the army’s spokesman in Kashmir, Lt-Col V.K. Batra. "Yoga helps soldiers 
convert negative stress into positive energy, which is necessary for alertness. And alertness in 
these areas can mean life or death,” Lt-Col Batra said. 3 The yoga initiative began late last 
year at a hospital unit based in the icy Kashmir region of Ladakh, when “we trained a batch 
of 100 soldiers” how to do yoga, Lt-Col Latika Mohan said. AP 
6. “An ancient tradition” (line 1) refers to _______.  
A. an exercise      C. yoga  
B. a teaching method     D. a fighting 
 
7. The Indian army uses yoga to _______.  
A. distract the soldiers from drugs    C. keep their men in shape 
B. calm down the soldiers' frustration   D. help their men find inner peace 
 
8. We can infer from the story that the Indian Army recruits_______.  
A. young men only      C. both men and women 
B. boys and young men     D. None is correct 
 
9. “Top brass” (line 7) refers to ________  
A. people in position of high rank   B. very important persons in a company  
C. chief executive officers    D. exclusive members of a club 
 
10. Lt-Col V.K. Batra is the following except_______  
A. an army officer     C. in a base in Kashmir 
B. the army’s spokesman    D. not convinced about using yoga 
 
11. The Indian army stresses the following advantages of yoga except_______  
A. providing excellent exercise   C. keeping stressed-out soldiers alert  
B. finding inner peace     D. converting negative stress into positive energy 
 



Passage 3 
Toward a Universal Language  

In a central Asian country where Western tongues are rarely spoken, an eight-year 
old boy tells his father that he has to learn English. The father asks why. “Because, father, 
the computer speaks English.” That story, notes Asiaweek, “illustrates what many consider 
to be an insidious side-effect of the information superhighway..., the potential 5 to hasten an 
already rapid shift toward a dominant global language—Engligh.” The magazine adds: “This 
does not spring from any pull toward universal brotherhood. It is merely practical. If we are 
going to engage in digital discourse and commerce across the Internet, a common currency 
is required for easy exchange.” Why English ? Because “the PC business was born in the U.S. 
as was the Internet. Some 80% of the online content today is Anglophonic.” Use of other 
languages is slowed in some cases because of the difficulty of adapting them to the English-
based keyboard. “There will be a price to pay.” says Asiaweek. “Linguists predict that half of 
some 6,000 languages spoken today will fall into disuse by the end of the next century, 
possibly within the next 20 years.” 
12. The boy who wants to learn English lived______.  
A. in the Midwest of the United States  
B. in a central Asian country  
C. in Southeast Asia  
D. in the Middle East 
 
13. The story is reported in_____which is a______.  
A. Newsweek; magazine     C.  Asiaweek; magazine 
B. Bangkok Post; newspaper     D. The Times; newspaper 
 
14. From the title, a universal language is probably______.  
A. PC language      C. the Internet 
B. a digital discourse      D. English 
 
15. The main reason that people using PCs should try to learn English is that_______. 
A. they can pull toward universal brotherhood  
B. catching up with the world news in necessary  
C. learning English is practical  
D. they want to run business across the Internet 
 
16. What is a dominant global language? 
A. The information superhighway   C. IT 
B. English      D. Lingua Franca 



 
17. “A common currency is required for easy exchange” (line 7-8) means_______.  
A. English is practical for today's communication  
B. the US dollar is the most common currency for easy exchange  
C. commerce across the Internet requires currency exchange  
D. it is easier to engage in digital discourse 
 
18. One may guess from the context that “Anglophonic” (line 10) means ______.  
A. Anglo-Saxon people    C. English 
B. linguistics      D. British Broadcasting Corporation 
 
19. Who expects that half of today’s 6,000 languages will fall into disuse?  
A. Asiaweek     C. The other language users 
B. The PC business     D. The Linguists 
 
20. “There will be a price to pay” (line 11) means _____.  
A. parents pay a lot for their children to learn English  
B. English teachers charge much for each course  
C. the wide use of English has disadvantages  
D. people are willing to pay for an English course 
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